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On Friday 13 September 1974, at 2.30 p.m., a powerful bomb reinforced with shrap-
nel exploded in the dining room of Cafetería Rolando (Rolando Café), located on 
Correo Street, next to the Puerta del Sol plaza in Madrid. On that day, 11 people died 
and more than 70 were injured. As a result of their wounds, Gerardo García Pérez 
died	on	29	September	1974	and	Inspector	Félix	Ayuso	Pinel,	the	only	police	officer	
among	the	casualties,	died	on	11	January	1977.	Thus,	the	final	toll	of	the	Rolando	
massacre amounted to 13 mortal victims. 

It	was	the	first	indiscriminate	attack	in	the	long	history	of	ETA.	However,	as	on	so	
many other occasions, ETA killed and then lied about it. Instead of claiming respon-
sibility for the crime, ETA blamed the ultra-right and the Francoist regime. ETA did 
not acknowledge responsibility for the attack until 2018.

1 Rolando 2:15-2:45
50 years since ETA’s first massacre

Stretcher-bearers and firefighters take 
injured people from Rolando Café. 

Source: VOLKHART MÜLLER/EFE/
lafototeca.com
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Removing debris in the aftermath of the attack. Source: VOLKHART MÜLLER/EFE/lafototeca.com

Firefighters and stretcher-bearers 
remove a body from Rolando Café.

Source: Regional Archive of the Community   
of Madrid. Martín Santos Yubero Collection.

1.	50	years	since	ETA’s	first	massacre
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2 Years of lead 

In the late 1960s, a new wave of international 
terrorism emerged. While most of the groups 
were extreme left-wing or radical nationalist, 
there were also some far-right groups. They 
all shared a rejection of parliamentary de-
mocracy. 

In 1974, Western Europe became the focus 
of this type of political violence. According 
to the Global Terrorism Database, 54% of at-
tacks that year took place on the Old Conti-
nent. Europe was also the scene of 400 of the 
517 killings committed that year by terrorists 
worldwide: 77.3% of the total. 

Provisional IRA attack on the Mulberry Bush pub 
(Birmingham), 21 November 1974. 
Source: Library of Birmingham.

Carlos the Jackal attack on Boulevard 
Saint-Germain (Paris), 14 September 1974.
Source: https://www.sudouest.fr/

Neo-fascist attack on the 1486 (Italicus) 
express train. 4 August 1974.
Source: https://www.archiviolastampa.it/
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Date Location Country Responsible organisation Ideology Method Deaths Injuries

4 
February West 

Yorkshire UK Provisional IRA
Radical 
nationa-
list

Bomb 12 14

2 May Belfast UK Ulster Volunteer Force
Radical 
nationa-
list

Bomb 6 18

15 May Ma’alot Israel Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine

Radical 
nationa-
list

Grenades 
and 
firearms

31 70

17 May
Dublin 
and Mo-
naghan

Ireland Ulster Volunteer Force
Radical 
nationa-
list

Car 
bombs 33 258

28 May Brescia Italy Black Order Neo-fas-
cist Bomb 8 102

17 July London UK Provisional IRA
Radical 
nationa-
list

Bomb 1 42

4 August

San 
Benedetto 
Val di 
Sambro

Italy Black Order Neo-fas-
cist Bomb 12 44

30 
August Tokyo Japan East Asia Anti-Japan Armed 

Front
Extreme 
left Bomb 8 380

8 Sep-
tember

Mediterra-
nean Sea Greece Abu Nidal Organization

Radical 
nationa-
list

Bomb 88 0

13 Sep-
tember Madrid Spain ETA

Radical 
nationa-
list

Bomb 13 71

15 Sep-
tember Paris France Ilich Ramírez Sánchez 

(Carlos the Jackal)
Extreme 
left Grenade 2 34

5 
October Guildford UK Provisional IRA

Radical 
nationa-
list

Bombs 5 75

7 No-
vember Woolwich UK Provisional IRA

Radical 
nationa-
list

Bomb 2 31

21 No-
vember

Birmin-
gham UK Provisional IRA

Radical 
nationa-
list

Bombs 21 183

Although they sought to justify their crimes with a range of excuses and operated 
across different political systems (from dictatorships such as Franco’s to consoli-
dated democracies such as the UK’s and Italy’s), the terrorists bore an unmistaka-
ble resemblance to each other. Among other things, they resorted to the same tac-
tics, such as the use of explosive devices in indiscriminate attacks. The following 
are some of the most lethal from 1974:

2. Years of lead 
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3 The spiral

ETA	carried	out	 its	first	attack	 in	October	1959	 in	 the	midst	of	 the	dictatorship.	
However, ETA’s anti-Francoism was circumstantial. From their perspective, Franco 
was a “mere historical accident”. This is why the organisation not only continued 
its activity after the death of the Caudillo, but accelerated it: ETA committed 95% of 
its 853 killings between 1976 and 2010. 

For	radical	Basque	nationalism,	the	end	justified	the	means.	In	1965,	ETA	adopted	
a strategy of action-reaction-action: to provoke, through ETA attacks, indiscrim-
inate repression against the Basque and Navarrese population, so that it would 
join ETA in its ‘revolutionary war’. And indeed, the regime reacted with the clumsy 
brutality that was expected of it. In fact, that same year, ETA congratulated itself: 
“General	Franco’s	dictatorship	is	infinitely	more	positive	for	our	people	than	a	bour-
geois-democratic Republic”.

ETA attacks during the Franocist dictatorship. Source: Compiled by author. Gaizka Fernández Soldevilla.
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Guardia Civil José Antonio Pardines’ motorcycle in 
the spot he was assassinated, 7 June 1968.

Source: Guardia Civil.

On 7 June 1968, ETA assassinated a Guardia Civil 
traffic	officer,	José	Antonio	Pardines.	Its	next	vic-
tims were the chief inspector of the San Sebastian 
Social Investigation Brigade Melitón Manzanas 
(August 1968); the taxi driver Fermín Monaste-
rio	 (April	1969);	 the	municipal	police	officer	Eloy	
García Cambra (August 1972), and the young 
Galician workers José Humberto Fouz Escobero, 
Jorge Juan García Carneiro and Fernando Quiroga 
Veina (March 1973). 

José Antonio Pardines.
Source: Guardia Civil.

3. The spiral
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3. The spiral

Funeral procession of José Antonio Pardines in Malpica de Bergantiños (La Coruña), June 1968.
Source: Municipal Archive of Bilbao. La Gaceta del Norte Collection. Author unknown.  
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3. The spiral

Weapons, explosive materials, license plates and 
other objects seized from ETA in an apartment in 
Lekeitio (Bizkaia) on 15 September 1972. 

Source: Municipal Archive of Bilbao. La Gaceta del Norte 
Collection. Author unknown.

ETA propaganda photograph. Undated (c. 1968).
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, 
Case 3/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).
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4 Magnicide
On 20 December 1973, a bomb made up of 75 kilograms of goma (rubber) 2E-C 
exploded on Claudio Coello Street in Madrid as the President of the Government’s 
car was passing by. The car was lifted between 35 and 40 metres into the air before 
landing in the premises of a building owned by the Jesuits.

The crater left by the bomb blast on Claudio 
Coello Street.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community 
of Madrid, Case 3/1977 of the Central Court of 
Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).

Device concealed in a briefcase with which an 
ETA member (disguised as a worker) activated the 
bomb.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community 
of Madrid, Case 3/1977 of the Central Court of 
Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).

Three people died: Admiral Luis Carrero 
Blanco, who was the dictator’s right-hand 
man; his driver, José Luis Pérez Mogena, 
and his bodyguard, Inspector Juan Antonio 
Bueno Fernández. In addition, seven peo-
ple	 were	 wounded,	 including	 a	 five-year-
old girl who suffered serious injuries, and 
a ten-month-old girl who was slightly hurt.

The assassination provided ETA with a 
great propaganda boon internationally. It 
was presented as a considered operation 
carried out to prevent “the continuity of 
Franco’s regime”. Believing this, a sector of 
society began to see ETA as the spearhead 
of the struggle against the regime.  
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However, this was false. On one hand, the 
attack only sought to provoke more repres-
sion. On the other hand, the original plan 
had been to kidnap Carrero Blanco. The 
organisation discarded the kidnap plan 
when, upon his appointment as president, 
Carrero Blanco was given more police pro-
tection. ETA was simply presented with an 
opportunity and took advantage of it, as it 
had information, means and a support net-
work in Madrid.

4. Magnicide

President Carrero Blanco’s car after the explosion.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community 
of Madrid, Case 3/1977 of the Central Court of 
Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).

Outline of the attack.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community 
of Madrid, Case 3/1977 of the Central Court of 
Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).

Crater on Claudio Coello Street.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, 
Case 3/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).
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5 Eva Forest’s network
In 1971, ETA member José Miguel Beñarán (Argala) made contact in Madrid with 
the married couple of playwright Alfonso Sastre and activist Genoveva Forest, the 
latter better known as Eva. Fascinated by the Cuban revolution and the Vietnam 
War, they advocated the use of violence as a means of replacing Franco’s dictator-
ship with that of a communist one. 

Police photograph of Eva Forest . 
Source: EFE/lafototeca.com

Objects confiscated from the flat on Virgen del Val Street. 
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, 
Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).

Forest recruited and radicalised a handful of her peers and young students with 
whom she formed the Popular Liberation Front, which was supposed to be a new 
far-left organisation. However, it only ever functioned as a support network for ETA 
cells travelling to Madrid. Forest’s network provided them with logistical arrange-
ments, surveillance, contacts, accommodation, hideouts, company and knowledge 
of the terrain; in short, whatever support and infrastructure was required. Not 
everyone knew what they were doing and for whom.

Without the help of this group and especially that of Eva Forest, ETA would not 
have been able to carry out either the assassination of Carrero Blanco in 1973 or 
the Rolando Café massacre the following year.
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5. Eva Forest’s network

Entrance to 68 Hogar Street in Alcorcón. Forest ordered the wife of one of her closest devotees to buy this house 
in her name using ETA money. In addition to containing a significant arsenal of weapons, it served as a hiding 
place for materials used in both the assassination of Carrero Blanco and the Rolando Café massacre.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 
(Madrid).

Interior of the hidden weapons cache on 68 Street Hogar in Alcorcón.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 
(Madrid).
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6 ETA in 1974

In 1974, the bloodiest year in its history up to that point, ETA murdered 19 people, 
to which it would add another 15 mortal victims in 1975. 

On 3 April, ETA killed Civil Guard corporal Gregorio Posada Zurrón in Azpeitia. This 
was	the	first	attack	in	which	mariettas (pistol-machine guns) that ETA had recently 
acquired were used. In the early hours of 3 June, at a roadblock in Ataun, another 
ETA member killed the Guardia Civil Manuel Pérez Vázquez. 

For	that	summer,	the	organisation	had	prepared	two	operations.	The	first	was	the	
kidnapping of the aristocrat and businessman Luis Gómez-Acebo from the beach-
side in Zarautz, where he would be spending his summer holidays. Prior to the 
kidnap attempt, one of the ETA members was arrested for theft. In addition, his 
companions badly moored the yacht they had rented, resulting in the tide taking 
it out to sea. Having got their hands on another boat a few days later, they were 
discovered	by	the	Guardia	Civil	in	the	estuary	of	Orio.	After	an	exchange	of	gunfire,	
the ETA members decided to return to Bayonne.

The second operation was the kidnapping of Spanish dignitaries in the port of 
Monte Carlo (Monaco). ETA acquired a boat and a villa to hide the hostages. How-
ever, one of the members of the cell, Jokin Azaola, fearing that the kidnapping 
would lead to the assassination of the hostages and an escalation of repression, 
informed the police. In exchange, he asked that none of his colleagues be arrested. 
And so it was done.

In December 1978, when it came to light what had really happened, a gunman as-
sassinated Azaola in Getxo.
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6. ETA in 1974

Map of the location of President Carlos Arias Navarro’s house, discovered in an ETA ‘mailbox’ in Rentería.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 
(Madrid).
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7 The first cell

In the early hours of 6 July 1974, three ETA members arrived in Madrid: José María 
Arruabarrena (Tanque), Faustino Estanislao Villanueva (Chapu) and José Manuel 
Galarraga (Potxolo). They had been assigned a threefold mission:

1) To construct hideouts in houses belonging to Forest, her followers and people 
she had deceived. These were to be used to conceal weapons, ammunition, 
propaganda, hostages, and so on. 

2) To assassinate the ABC journalist Alfredo Semprún. Neither the cell nor their 
support	network	managed	to	find	him.

3) To test the feasibility of an attack on Rolando Café. Forest and the ETA mem-
bers ate in the establishment. Tanque made a note in his diary of the time when 
the establishment was at its busiest.  

Mannequin found in a dwelling belonging to Forest’s network. 
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 
(Madrid).
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On 23 July, Tanque, Chapu and Potxolo left 
Madrid. At almost the same time, 11:00 
a.m., a bomb hidden inside a Seat 600 out-
side the Ministry of the Army exploded. 
The attack went unreported in the press, 
perhaps because it was not claimed, pro-
duced no casualties and would have been 
evidence of a severe security flaw. The 
shrapnel was similar to what would be 
used in Rolando: hardware nuts.

On 28 August, in San Sebastian, a shootout 
took place between the Guardia Civil and 
two ETA members who were wounded and 
arrested: Tanque and José Antonio Gar-
mendia (Tupa). A piece of paper in the for-
mer’s diary read: ‘Rolando 2:15-2:45’. Tan-
que declared that this was the pseudonym 
of one of his superiors and the time when 
he could call him. No one gave it much im-
portance.   

7. The	first	cell

Some of the hideouts and weapons caches 
constructed by the ETA cell and its collaborators. 
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of 
Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction 
No. 21 (Madrid).
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7.	The	first	cell

Note found in Tanque’s diary. 
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction 
No. 21 (Madrid).
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8 Revenge

The fall of Tanque and Tupa put paid to the attempted kidnapping of Luis Gómez-Ace-
bo,	which	added	to	the	fiasco	of	the	operation	in	Monaco.	These	failures	not	only	
tarnished the celebrity that ETA had gained with the assassination of Carrero Blan-
co, but also endangered the hegemonic position that the military front held at the 
top of the organisation. To demonstrate its strength, without consulting the rest 
of the apparatus, the military front set in motion two initiatives: one in the Basque 
Country and the other in Madrid. 

On Tuesday, 10 September, the Guardia Civil arrested a courier from the military 
front near the border with France. The information he provided led to the arrest of 
numerous members of the group. During the police operation, Guardia Civil Martín 
Durán was mortally wounded by ETA member Juan José Urcelay, who died in a 
shootout that same day. 

The military front only had one card left to play for revenge: Madrid.

Eva	Forest	told	one	of	her	followers:	“There	is	going	to	be	a	very	significant	action,	
better than Carrero’s”.

Dynamite, weapons, ammunition and other objects seized from ETA by the Guardia Civil in Bilbao on 11 
September 1974.
Source: Municipal Archive of Bilbao. La Gaceta del Norte Collection. Author unknown. 
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9 The second cell

Bernard Oyarzabal Bidegorri and María Lourdes Cristóbal were a young French-
Basque couple active in the ETA milieu. Oyarzabal had been part of the commando 
that wanted to kidnap the royal family.

The military front trained them in the handling of explosives and gave them 5,000 
francs, a timer and 15 kilograms of goma 2E-C dynamite. In addition, they bought 
1,000 nuts from a hardware store. On 4 September, the couple travelled to Madrid 
by train. They were helped by Eva Forest, their go-to assistant, who put them up in 
one of her flats. 

 

Bernard Oyarzabal was one of the young Frenchmen who went on hunger strike in Bayonne Cathedral when the 
French Government moved ‘refugees’ (mostly ETA members) away from the Spanish border. His photograph 
appeared in Tierra Vasca, November 1972.
Source: https://urazandidigital.euskaletxeak.eus/
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The two ETA members ate on a couple 
of occasions in Rolando Café and drew 
a sketch of the premises. They could see 
that it was an establishment frequented 
by all kinds of customers. They even left 
a generous tip for the waiter who served 
them, Manuel Llanos Gancedo, to whom 
the couple seemed “very nice”. 

On 8 September, the military front gave 
them the green light to plant the bomb “on 
the most opportune day and moment”.

With Forest’s help, they bought the mate-
rial they were lacking and rehearsed both 
the assembly of the device and their sub-
sequent escape. On Wednesday the 11th, 
they	 confirmed	 to	 their	 collaborator,	 For-
est, that they were going to carry out the 
attack on Friday the 13th. They needed 
to know where in the city she could pick 
them up and where they could go into 
hiding afterwards. She reassured them: It 
was all planned. 

9. The second cell

Photos of María Lourdes Cristóbal Elhorga taken 
by the French police. Undated.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community 
of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of 
Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).
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9. The second cell

Receipts and notes left by the French 
couple in Madrid.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the 
Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the 
Central Court of Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).
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9. The second cell

Receipts and notes left by the French 
couple in Madrid.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the 
Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the 
Central Court of Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).
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9. The second cell

Receipts and notes left by the French 
couple in Madrid.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the 
Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the 
Central Court of Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).
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10 Puerta del Sol

The Directorate General of Security (DGS) occu-
pied the same building as the current headquar-
ters of the Presidency of the Government of the 
Community of Madrid. It was the body of the Min-
istry of the Interior that directed and coordinated 
the General Police Corps and the Armed Police. 
Among the personnel that worked in the building 
were civil servants dedicated to bureaucratic pro-
cedures; the Criminal Investigation Brigade, which 
dealt with ordinary crimes; the Social Investiga-
tion Brigade, which pursued the anti-Francoist op-
position and terrorist gangs; Interpol; spokespeo-
ple who informed the press of cases in Madrid, 
and so on. 

When it was time for breakfast, a snack, or lunch, 
the auxiliaries, administrative staff and DGS po-
lice	officers	usually	went	home	(if	they	lived	near-
by) or went to one of the various catering estab-
lishments in and around Puerta del Sol plaza.

One of them was the Rolando Café-Restaurant, lo-
cated on Correo Street, next to Puerta del Sol, and 
which served breakfast and a set menu. Its good 
food, the professionalism of its staff, its moderate 
price and its central location meant that it attract-
ed a large and varied clientele: tourists, locals, of-
fice	workers,	manual	workers,	students,	travellers,	
journalists, people passing through and civil serv-
ants of all kinds.  

Rolando Café matchbox.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of 
the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 
of the Central Court of Instruction No. 
21 (Madrid).
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Rolando Café was adjoined to Yenes Café and the Tobogán restaurant—the latter a 
modern self-service eatery that was usually very busy during the day.  

10. Puerta del Sol

Floor plan of Rolando 
Café.
Source: Judicial Territorial 
Archive of the Community 
of Madrid, Case 2/1977 
of the Central Court of 
Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).



–29–

10. Puerta del Sol

Map of Madrid used by the terrorists.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction 
No. 21 (Madrid).
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13 September 1974

Approximate time

   8:00  Forest picks up Oyarzabal and Cristóbal in her car near 19 Virgen del Val  
 Street.

   8:30  She drops them off at a café on Luchana Street next to the Glorieta de  
 Bilbao.

10:30  The Council of Ministers begins at El Pardo Palace. 

11:30  Forest picks up the ETA members and takes them to Callao Plaza.   
 Cristóbal is carrying a heavy cloth bag. Oyarzabal has a black briefcase. 

11:40  They assemble the time bomb.  

14:00  Oyarzabal and Cristóbal make themselves comfortable in the dining room  
 of the Rolando Café.

14:00  Other diners begin to enter the room.

  Cristóbal feigns dizziness. While the waiter Manuel Llanos Gancedo goes  
 to fetch a herbal tea, the French couple leave the premises “to get some  
 fresh air” They have left the device under the table.

14:30  The explosion occurs.

14:31		 Officer	Pedro	Chicote	Alonso	begins	to	rescue	survivors	in	Rolando.	

14:45  The Court of Instruction No. 16 of Madrid is set up at 2 Correo Street.

15:30  The body of Manuel Llanos Gancedo is brought to the Red Cross hospital. 

16:15  The President of the Government, Carlos Arias Navarro, arrives at the  
 scene.

17:00  Forest picks up the ETA members at Plaza de España. 

17:30  She takes them to Alcorcón, where she puts them up in a ground floor flat.

19:52  Minister of Information and Tourism Pío Cabanillas appears before the  
 press.

   5:00  The police suspend rescue work until 8:45 on Saturday 14th.

11
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11. 13 September 1974

Dwelling in Virgen del Val where the perpetrators of the Rolando attack stayed overnight.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 
(Madrid).

Photograph of three of the hexagonal nuts used as shrapnel on 13 September 1974.
Source: Pueblo, 18 September 1974.
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11. 13 September 1974

Floor plan of Rolando Café after the explosion. Drawn up by the Parque y Maestranza de Artillería de Madrid. 
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 
(Madrid).

A man, probably Manuel Llanos Gancedo, is put into an ambulance after being pulled from Rolando Café. 
Source: Regional Archive of the Community of Madrid. Martín Santos Yubero Collection.
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11. 13 September 1974

Armed Police officers gathering remains found in the 
rubble.
Source: VOLKHART MÜLLER/EFE/lafototeca.com

Correo Street after the attack. 
Source: EFE/lafototeca.com 
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11. 13 September 1974

Correo Street after the attack.
Source: EFE/lafototeca.com 

Interior view of Rolando Café after the debris had been cleared.   
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 
(Madrid).
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11. 13 September 1974

Arrival of President Carlos Arias Navarro at the site of the attack at around 16:15 on 13 
September 1974.
Source: Regional Archive of the Community of Madrid. Martín Santos Yubero Collection.
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11. 13 September 1974

Source: El Correo. Source: Virtual Library of Historical Press. Ministry of 
Culture and Sport.

Source: Virtual Library of Historical Press. Ministry of 
Culture and Sport.

Source: Virtual Library of Historical Press. Ministry of 
Culture and Sport.

MCD 2022-L5
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Sourmoon

During their time in Madrid, they visited typical sites, such as Retiro Park and Puer-
ta del Sol. As chance would have it, they decided not to go on a planned trip to 
Aranjuez and chose instead to eat lunch in Rolando in the city centre. 

Baldomero and María Josefina on their wedding 
day, 3 October 1970.    
Source: Baldomero Barral Pérez. 

Photographs from Baldomero and María Josefina’s Kodak camera, taken on or the day before the attack. On the 
left, Mero is pictured in the Estanque Grande del Buen Retiro. On the right, María Josefina is pictured between the 
columns of the monument to Alfonso XII. 
Source: Baldomero Barral Pérez. 

Baldomero	 Barral	 and	 María	 Josefina	
Pérez were married on 4 October 1970. 
Thanks to a betting pool they won during 
the 1972/73 season, they bought a flat and 
opened a sweet shop called Los Ángeles 
in La Coruña, where they were both from. 
They had two sons, Ramón, aged three, 
and Baldomero, aged four months, when 
the young couple, aged 24 and 21, decided 
to go on the honeymoon they had not had 
after	their	wedding.	María	Josefina’s	moth-
er travelled from the UK to look after the 
little ones while Mero and Chicha, as every-
one knew them, set off for Madrid. 

12



–38–

Baldomero’s	lifeless	body	was	the	first	to	be	retrieved	by	the	firefighters.	He	was	
taken	directly	to	the	Forensic	Anatomical	 Institute.	The	remains	of	María	Josefi-
na	were	admitted	to	the	Ciudad	Sanitaria	Francisco	Franco.	Until	María	Josefina’s	
handbag	was	found	in	the	rubble,	neither	of	the	couple	were	identified.	

Another couple enjoying their honeymoon 
in Madrid, on their way to Malaga, was An-
tonio Alonso Palacín and María Jesús Ar-
cos Tirado, aged 28 and 26, respectively. 
They had married on 7 September in the 
church of San Juan (Calatayud). Antonio 
was from Alhama de Aragón and María 
Jesús from Contamina, the town where 
they lived. Both died.

12. Sourmoon

National identity cards of Antonio Alonso Palacín and María Jesús Arcos Tirado.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 
(Madrid).

Antonio and María Jesús on their wedding day in 
Calatayud, 7 September 1974.  
Source: EFE/lafototeca.com
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At the stove  

Francisco Gómez Vaquero and Blanca Condado 
Aguilar on their wedding day, celebrated in Madrid 
on 10 August, 1968. 
Source: Alicia Gómez Condado. 

Francisco Gómez Vaquero in the uniform of one 
of the restaurants where he worked before being 
employed at Rolando.
Source: Alicia Gómez Condado. 

Francisco Gómez Vaquero with his wife, Blanca 
Condado Aguilar, and his daughter Alicia.   
Source: Alicia Gómez Condado. 

Francisco Gómez Vaquero (Paco) worked 
as a chef at Rolando. In the morning, as 
he did every day, he said goodbye to his 
wife, Blanca Condado, and his daughters, 
Alicia, aged four, and Sara, aged two. 

The restaurant’s kitchen was on the 
ground floor. At the time of the explosion, 
Paco and his assistant, 16-year-old San-
tiago Martínez Gómez; Carmen Sabido 
Gracia, 19, who was in charge of washing 
the dishes, and Florentina Carro Ramón, 
35, who worked as a cashier and had 
come downstairs to eat, were in the kitch-
en. All were unharmed except for Paco, 
who died.   

13



–40–

13. At the stove

Blanca Condado Aguilar, widow of Francisco Gómez Vaquero, and their daughters, Alicia and Sara, are visited by 
the president and director of Mutualidad de Hostelería (Hospitality Alliance).  
 Source: San Pablo-CEU University Foundation. San Pablo-CEU University Library. Ya Collection.
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13. At the stove

Another of the employees killed was the 
waiter Manuel Llanos Gancedo. Manuel 
stood out for his friendliness, ability to 
make friends and love for his work. From 
Villar de Vildas in Asturias, he was 26 
years old and had been working at Rolan-
do since its opening. He had served food 
to the terrorists, so he was probably very 
close to the bomb. His body was among 
those most affected by the impact of the 
nuts. 

Manuel Llanos Gancedo working as a waiter. 
Source: Aidé Llanos Domínguez. 
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13. At the stove

At the wedding of his brother Antonio to Aidé Domínguez. Manuel is located on the far left. Next to him is his 
older brother, José, and in the opposite corner, his parents, Manuel and Carmen.  
Source: Aidé Llanos Domínguez.  

Manuel Llanos Gancedo. 
Source: Aidé Llanos Domínguez. 
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Emilio Candil García and Ismael López Ollero, both waiters, suffered severe inju-
ries. Antonio Carro Ramón, general manager of the business, was blinded. 

13. At the stove

Interview published in the 
newspaper Informaciones 
with the waiters Emilio 
Candil García and Ismael 
López Ollero.
Source: Juan Linz Archive of 
the Spanish Transition, Juan 
March Foundation Library, 
Madrid.
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María Ángeles Rey Martínez, 20, from 
Burgos, was studying at her local Vo-
cational School in the neighbourhood 
of Yagüe. She had travelled to Madrid 
with 16 other girls to sit the exam for 
the only remaining subject she need-
ed to acquire the title of business as-
sistant. 

On Friday the 13th, María Ángeles 
was with four of her classmates: Sara 
Renedo, Yolanda Busto, Rosario San 

Miguel and María Jesús Arandilla. They met for lunch at Tobogán, a very popular 
establishment due to its self-service system, its affordable price and its central and 
touristy	location.	For	five	young	people	from	provincial	Spain,	visiting	the	capital	
was a rare opportunity. 

When the bomb exploded, Yolanda, 
Rosario and María Jesús were still 
waiting outside the restaurant in a 
queue. Sara and María Ángeles had 
just entered, which was the difference 
between life and death.  

Sara suffered injuries to various parts 
of her body, including a particularly 
large wound to her forehead. María 
Ángeles died as a result of the impact 
of debris and other materials that fell 
on her. 

In the prime of their lives

National identity card of María Ángeles Rey Martínez.  
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, 
Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).

The Tobogán restaurant after the removal of rubble.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of 
Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 
(Madrid).
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14. In the prime of their lives

Internal view of Tobogán showing damage at its adjoining wall with Rolando.
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 
(Madrid).

Mourners leave the church of San Pedro y San Felices in Burgos after the funeral of María Ángeles Rey Martínez, 
15 September 1974.
Source: EFE/lafototeca.com  
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14. In the prime of their lives

Diario de Burgos, 15 September 1974.
Source: Virtual Library of Historical Press. Ministry of Culture and Sport.
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Pensioner Luis Martínez Martín, 77, 
from Valladolid, was a widower with 
three daughters. He was probably in 
the dining room when a beam fell on 
him. His body was found two hours 
later and taken to the Forensic Ana-
tomical Institute. 

Also killed was the 45-year-old teacher 
Francisca Baeza Alarcón, who often 
went to Rolando when she visited Ma-
drid. On this occasion, she was eating 
with her niece, María Isabel González 
Castro, 21, who was seriously injured 
in the blast. Francisca taught at the 
Jesús Castillo school in Valdepeñas 
(Ciudad Real) and looked after her el-
derly parents. 

Graphic arts employee Gerardo García 
Pérez, who was waiting for a friend, was 
seriously injured. He underwent emer-
gency surgery but died on 29 Septem-
ber. Born in Madrid, he was 43 years old 
and married with three children.

Antonio Lobo Aguado was from Vil-
lanueva del Río y Minas (Seville), al-
though he lived in Madrid with his wife 
and two daughters. He worked for 
Renfe in the mornings and at a football 
pools	office	near	Puerta	del	Sol	in	the	
evenings. On Friday 13th, at 2.30 p.m., 
he was paying the bill for his lunch 
when everything went to pieces. 

An indiscriminate attack

Luis Martínez Martín was identified by his union card. He 
was the first victim to be identified after the attack. 
Source: Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community 
of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of the Central Court of Instruction No. 
21 (Madrid).

Francisca Baeza Alarcón. 
Source: EFE/lafototeca.com
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Antonio Lobo Aguado with his wife, Antonia Morcillo Romero, and their daughters, Amalia and María Isabel, on a 
day of celebration in Antonio’s home town of Villanueva del Río y Minas (Seville).
Source: María Isabel Lobo Morcillo.  

Funeral of Antonio Lobo Aguado in Villanueva del Río y Minas (Sevilla), 16 September 1974.
Source: EFE/lafototeca.com

15. An indiscriminate attack
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Rolando’s varied cli-
entele on 13 Sep-
tember 1974 ranged 
from the brother of a 
detainee in the DGS 
cells, who was wait-
ing to hear from him, 
to civil servants of 
the Armed Police and 
General Police Corps. 

Also among the clien-
tele were Inspectors 
José Ángel Aguiriano 
Bardón and Félix Ayu-
so Pinel. They did not 
usually go to Rolando, but as it was José Ángel’s 
last day before the holidays, he encouraged Félix 
to say goodbye with a beer. A beam fell on Ayuso’s 
head. As a result of the injury, he had to relearn 
how to speak, write, move... On 11 January 1977, 
he died of a stroke, becoming the thirteenth fatality 
of the attack. 

The	DGS	was	not	only	staffed	by	police	officers.	
Concepción Pérez Paino was an administrative 
clerk in the Archives Department and usually ate 
lunch at Rolando with a colleague who had been 
delayed that day by a last-minute assignment. A 
native of Carabanchel, she was 62 years old and 
single. She died from the impact of a nut to her 
neck and two others to her thorax.

The Directorate General of Security (DGS)

Some 2,000 people accompanied the funeral procession of the civil servant 
Concepción Pérez Paino.  
Source: EFE/lafototeca.com

Front page of ABC showing the 
President of the Government, Carlos 
Arias Navarro, greeting a relative of 
Concepción Pérez Paino. 
Source: ABC.
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Félix Ayuso Pinel with his children, María Jesús and Antonio.  
Source: María Jesús Ayuso del Pueyo.  

The Ayuso del Pueyo family: Félix and 
Purificación with their children, María Jesús 
and Antonio.  
Source: María Jesús Ayuso del Pueyo.  

Marceliano Gutiérrez Rodríguez, then an inspector, was one of 
the police officers injured in the attack. In the photograph, he is 
wearing, among others, the Distinction of Victim of Terrorism and 
the Cross of Police Merit with red badge. 
Source: Marceliano Gutiérrez Rodríguez. 

Félix Ayuso Pinel and his wife, Purificación 
del Pueyo, when they were engaged. He is 
wearing a soldier’s uniform. 
Source: María Jesús Ayuso del Pueyo.  

16. The Directorate General of Security (DGS)
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One of the sides of the DGS faced on to Rolando Café, with the result that several members of the police and 
administrative staff inside the building were injured to varying degrees by broken glass.  
Source: Regional Archive of the Community of Madrid. Martín Santos Yubero Collection. 

16. The Directorate General of Security (DGS)
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Informaciones, 14 September 1974. 
Source: Juan Linz Archive of the Spanish Transition, Juan March Foundation Library, Madrid..

16. The Directorate General of Security (DGS)
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Order awarding the Cross of Police Merit with red badge to the members of the General Police 
and Armed Police Corps who were wounded on 13 September 1974.
Source: BOE, No. 91, 16 April 1975.

16. The Directorate General of Security (DGS)
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The bomb was planted in Rolando, but also affected adjoining premises. The To-
bogán restaurant fared the worst. In other establishments, there were no casualties. 

On the same street was Pañería Inglesa, a business dedicated to selling fabrics. 
Due to its split opening hours, no one was in the shop in the middle of the day. Al-
most all of the business material was rendered useless.

Two employees of Yenes Café, José Herrero and his assistant Manuel Crespo, 
were injured when part of the roof collapsed. Perfumería Urquiola and the flats 
above Rolando sustained some material damage. 

The President of the Government, Carlos Arias Navarro, arrived at 16:15. Other au-
thorities later appeared. Prince Juan Carlos, who was in Palma de Mallorca, sent a 
telegram to express his condolences. Days later he visited the wounded, accompa-
nied	by	Princess	Sofia. 

The scene of the crime

Outside view of Rolando.  
Source: VOLKHART MÜLLER/EFE/lafototeca.com
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17. The scene of the crime

Pañería Inglesa, next to Rolando Café.  
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 
of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).

Interior of Pañería Inglesa.  
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 
of the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 (Madrid).

One of Rolando Café’s windows.  
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the 
Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of 
the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 
(Madrid).

A flat above Rolando.  
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the 
Community of Madrid, Case 2/1977 of 
the Central Court of Instruction No. 21 
(Madrid).

Telegram of Juan Carlos de Borbón 
published in the daily newspaper 
Informaciones on 14 September 1974. 
Source: Juan Linz Archive of the Spanish 
Transition, Juan March Foundation 
Library, Madrid.
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The response to the massacre brought out the best in people: neighbours, employ-
ees	of	 the	affected	establishments,	firefighters,	police	officers,	sanitary	workers,	
taxi drivers, and so forth. Their quick, effective and selfless action saved an incal-
culable number of lives. 

A prime example of this was the case of 25-year-old Pedro Chicote Alonso. A native 
of Palacios de la Sierra (Burgos), although living in Bilbao, Pedro had been studying 
for a permanent job in the Armed Police. On 2 September 1974, he was given his 
first	posting:	the	police	station	on	Leganitos	Street	(Madrid).

On Friday the 13th, after lunch, Pedro was walking down Correo Street to go to work 
when the bomb went off. The shockwave sent him flying through the air. From the 
ground, he heard the screams of the wounded. Despite the danger, falling debris 
and smoke, he entered Rolando Café to look for survivors.  

Heroes

Firefighters and stretcher-bearers removing an injured person.  
Source: Regional Archive of the Community of Madrid. Martín Santos Yubero Collection.

18



–57–

Pedro repeatedly went in and out of the establishment until he rescued, according 
to the press, 15 people. The last two were a girl that had been trapped by debris, 
and	a	woman	in	a	very	bad	condition.	After	lying	her	down	on	the	street,	the	officer	
collapsed and was taken to hospital.

Pedro was awarded the Cross of Police Merit with red badge. He worked as a na-
tional	police	officer	in	Bilbao	until	his	retirement	in	2014.	

Pedro Chicote Alonso in his Armed 
Police uniform.  
Source: Pedro Chicote Alonso.

Pedro Chicote Alonso in the dress 
uniform of the National Police. He is 
wearing, among others, the Cross of 
Police Merit with red badge and the 
Commendation of the Royal Order of 
Civilian Recognition to the Victims of 
Terrorism.
Source: Pedro Chicote Alonso

18. Heroes
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When news of the indiscriminate attack reached France, a heated discussion broke 
out within ETA’s leadership. The representatives of the military front, who were 
intellectually and materially culpable for the massacre, defended taking responsi-
bility for it. On the other hand, the delegates of ETA’s other fronts, who had not been 
consulted about the plan, opposed it. They went so far as to label the military front 
a “Basque Black September”. 

ETA’s	first	communiqués	were	very	ambiguous,	kindling	a	rumour	that	the	far	right	
and the dictatorship were responsible for the bombing. Far-left and nationalist forc-
es, the media and even prestigious intellectuals subsequently spread the rumour. 

Taking advantage of the conspiracy theory, ETA sent a communiqué to the press:

Kill and lie

Third communiqué from 
ETA (original in French), 17 
October 1974.  
Source: Lazkaoko 
Beneditarren Fundazioa.
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19. Kill and lie

The massacre was not the cause of the subsequent schism in ETA, which had 
been going through a lengthy internal crisis, but it was the straw that broke the 
camel’s back. At the end of 1974, the organisation split in two. The bulk of the 
militancy formed ETA political-military, which disbanded in 1982. Meanwhile, the 
military front became ETA military, whose bloody trajectory lasted until 2018. It 
was	only	 then	 that	 the	 terrorist	group	finally	 took	 responsibility	 for	 the	Rolando	
Café bombing. 

Third communiqué from ETA, 17 October 1974.  
Source: Mario Onaindia Fundazioa. 
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In the wake of the Rolando Café at-
tack, the entry in Tanque’s diary re-
vealed its true meaning. Eva Forest 
was arrested on 16 September. As 
a result of her disclosures not only 
was her network rounded up, but so 
were those who had lent her their 
homes without knowing Forest’s 
links to ETA. Some were tortured. 

Forest claimed that she was a mem-
ber of the PCE, which was a lie, but 
she managed to make the police 
suspect the involvement of that par-
ty. Taking advantage of this, Fran-
co’s secret service tried to link the 
PCE with ETA. To avoid this associa-
tion, the PCE ordered its lawyers not 
to defend the accused.

However, all the evidence pointed to 
ETA. The Alcorcón safe house was 
discovered, but it was too late: the 
terrorists had already fled, although 
the paper trail they had left behind 
made it possible to retrace their 
steps and identify them.  

In December 1974, the Military 
Court	of	Chiefs	and	Officers	 issued	
a search and arrest warrant for Ber-
nard Oyarzabal and María Lourdes 
Cristóbal. They were not arrested, 
however. The French Government 
refused to extradite ETA members 

Case 285/1974

Facial composite of the perpetrators of the massacre.
Source: EFE/lafototeca.com

Cover of one of the volumes of Case 285/74 of the Military 
Court of Chiefs and Officers (Madrid).
Source: Judicial Territorial Archive of the Community of Madrid.
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on the basis of an international con-
vention from 1877. Oyarzabal and 
Cristóbal resumed their lives unhin-
dered.

From 1975 onwards, the defend-
ants were released from prison. On 
1 June 1977, Eva Forest was also 
released. She claimed that she had 
had nothing to do with the massa-
cre. She and her husband, Alfonso 
Sastre, moved to Hondarribia.

In	October	1977,	 the	first	Cortes	of	
the democratic era passed the Am-
nesty Law, which expunged criminal 
responsibility for the crimes com-
mitted by ETA until June of that year. 
The attack on Rolando Café went 
unpunished. 

MCD 2022-L5

Eva Forest leaving prison, accompanied 
by her lawyer, her daughter and Alfonso 
Sastre, 1 June 1977.
Source: MANUEL P BARRIOPEDRO/EFE/
lafototeca.com

Front page of the evening newspaper Pueblo, 14 September 
1974.
Source: Virtual Library of Historical Press. Ministry of Culture 
and Sport.

20. Case 285/1974
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Although the investiga-
tion showed that ETA had 
planted the bomb and 
there was almost unani-
mous condemnation of the 
massacre, there was no 
shortage of those who de-
fended Forest’s innocence, 
denied that ETA had any-
thing to do with it and tried 
to shift the blame to the 
more radical right and/or 
the regime itself. 

A lack of evidence meant 
that this conspiracy theory 

was eventually abandoned in the 1990s. Except for ETA itself, of course. The ter-
rorists did not acknowledge what they had done until 2018. 

When she was released from prison in 1977, Eva Forest suffered no social re-
proach. She was even presented as a champion of causes such as freedom and 
solidarity. However, she never had a word for the victims of terrorism. Neither did 
the instigators of the crime, the heads of ETA’s military front, nor the perpetrators 
of the attack. 

“To	ask	for	forgiveness	requires	more	courage	than	firing	a	gun,	than	setting	off	
a bomb” (Fernando Aramburu: Patria).

 The survivors and the relatives of the dead feel that they are the forgotten ones in 
the	history	of	ETA’s	first	massacre.	It	is	up	to	us	to	stop	them	being	so.	Let	us	re-
member what happened, but let us remember everything and everyone. Reading 
the darkest pages of our past is the best vaccine against fanaticism and violence.

Forgetting/Remembering

Presentation of the Euskal Herritarrok candidacy for Gipuzkoa in the 
Basque regional elections in San Sebastian on 13 September 1998, on 
the 24th anniversary of the massacre. From right to left, Arnaldo Otegi, 
Eva Forest and Alfonso Sastre.  
Source: ANTONIO ALONSO./EFE./lafototeca.com.  
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21. Forgetting/Remembering

Correo Street today.
Source: Gaizka Fernández Soldevilla.
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Exhibition

ROLANDO 2:15-2:45
50 years since ETA’s first massacre

Girl injured in the Rolando Café attack.
Source: Regional Archive of the 
Community of Madrid. Martín Santos 
Yubero Collection.

Want to know more?
Dinamita, tuercas y mentiras. El 
atentado de la cafetería Rolando

https://www.memorialvt.com/
https://www.tecnos.es/libro/semilla-y-surco/dinamita-tuercas-y-mentiras-gaizka-fernandez-soldevilla-9788430990450/
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